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fonaf. while it cxiflsatall, and tho* other rights may be 
founded upon, and iffue from it, yet the thing itfelf 
which forms this foundation, and from whence thofe- 
iffues proceed, muft remain in him. : If he could dele- 
gate to another the right of choofing, then would that 
right ceafe to be in him, but, after choofing a repre- 
fentative that right does not ceafe to be in him, but. is 
merely dormant until again called into action,, and if 
his right does not ceafe to be in him, his right then 
cannot extfl in another^ Now, if this is granted (as in- 
deed it cannot be -denied) it follows necefiarily, that 
there is a right in the elector, which never has been,, 
lievercould have been conveyed to a reprefentative, and 
therefore, does not, nor ever did exift in him as acting- 
for the elector, and therefore, that he never can convey 
from the elector what he never did poflefs. If then a 
man undertakes or purports to fell or grant away that of 
which he has neither the legal right nor actual polfe/Iion, 
would if not be the height of infanity in another man, in 
whom both are veiled even for a moment to think him- 
felf bound to confirm ■ fuch a fale, or ratify fiich a grant? 
But it may be (nay it has been) faid, that as reprefenta- 
tives are to be fentfrom this kingdom to the Britifli par- 
liament after an Union, that a vote of Union is no aC- 
fumption of any right not actually in the prefent Irifli 
PJoufe of Commons, nor does it interfere with the right of 
choice in their electors, but leaves their right the fame 
it was before fucha vote. But, gentlemen,, the aflertion 
is an impudent falfehood, and the theoretic reafoning, by 
which it has been attempted to fupport it,*is a bafe and 
vain fophiflry, too ihin to deceive the wc-akeft under- 
fianding. Is it the fame thing whether you delegate 
your right of managing your own concerns to the ma-: 
jority of your own representatives, in your own country, 
under your own eyes, or, are compelled to delegate the 
management of them to a body of ftxangers, in a foreign- 
land, diftant from obfervation,and who form- a majority 
of more than eleven to two againftyour reprefentatives ?. 
Who can convince any man, even one degree removed 
from idiotifm, that, if the power, the influence, the 
energy, of the reprefentative are curbed, contracted, and 1 
benumbed, that thofe of the elector are not operated upon 
exactly in the fame proportion ? Who will prove, that 
if you remove all pofiibility of any beneficial effect 
being produced from any exercife of a right, that,, 
{till that right remains in the fame ftate,. and is jufl as 
valuable, as when its being exercifed was capable of pro- 
ducing every thing eflimable? 

Whocan eflablifh any eflential difference between ab- 
foluttly, and in terms depriving a man of a right,, and 
doing that, which of neceflary confequence renders that 
right worfe than ufelefs? What logics, metaphyfics, 
philofophy, or fact, can bring it into doubt, that the 
electors of Ireland will not be in a fatally different fituj>- 
tion indeed,, from that in which they now Hand, if they 
fhould allow the prefent members of their H'oufe of 
Commons, by any act of theirs, to have any (hare in 
vetting the power of opnrefling them to any extent, in 



a majority of reprefentatives chofen in another country 
by foreign electors ? I will not add what I might juftly 
do, tofhew the poffiblc (not improbable) horrors that 
may be confequent on fuch an admiflion. It would bs 
villainous to aflert, and phrenzy to believe it ; yetmon- 
ftrous, grofs," and unfupporred, as it is even by the 
moft vifionary theory, fuch an affertioiV has been made. 
It has been aflerted' (good God who could have believed 
it) that the Irifli trade and manufactures will flourifh and 
encreafe, when the encouragement and protection of 
them are committed to- a majority of reprefentatives-,: 
chofen by electors who have either an interefl in their 
depreffion or annihilation ;: or elfe, in partly cherifhing 
them-m^rely to fqueeze their profits in taxation for their 
own relief. It has been aflerted that the powers of Irifh 
reprefentatives will be enlarged, and'the rights of .Irifli 
electors improved, by Irifli reprefentatives having two 
flrares in. eleven in the direction of affairs relative to their 
own country only, inftead of having thefdle- difpofal of 
them in- themfelves alone.. 

HIBERNICUS. 



*£o- the Virtuous and' Public Spirited- Corporation of the 
CITY OF CORK.. 



GENTLEMEN,, 

HAVE read your addreffes to his Majefty and the 
Lord Lieutenant upon the great and important fubject 
which now agitates the public mind: — as a native of 
your city,, the honour and interefl: of which have ever 
been dear to my heart, it is impoflible for me to expref? 
the deep concern I feel: on this occafion. You are cer- 
tainly the chief, if not the only, body of Irifhmen who 
have flood forth in the degrading pofture of fupplicants, 
entreating to'be bound and fettered, disclaiming all pre- 
tentions to the dignity of freedom, furrendering as cow- 
ards thofe bleffings of independence with which Provi- 
dence' has peculiarly favoured you, and defpairing not 
only of all virtuous efforts in yourfelves, but even of 
the goodnefs.of God, which has fo often protected our 
unhappy country — thanks to his gracious benevolence, 
that your conduct is as lingular as it is unworthy — and 
that your feeble cry is. drowned in the firm and decid- 
ed voice of a nation determined to' be free. In vain do I 
look now for thofe great energies which,not twenty years* 
part, raifed you into a proud competition with the moft 
fpirited part of Ireland.. In vain do I feek for that cha- 
racter which infpired your gallant volunteers of that 
day, at once to repel the foreign invader, to maintain 
internal peace, and to refcue : your country from fla ve- 
ry and oppreflion. Can it be' credited, that the fame 
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qreen, or their finis, have fu far degenerated as to aban- 
don-without a druggie, or rather- to yield without folici- 
tafion, that independence -and that'eonftitution for which 
you then c«cn dared' to (hed .your blood? -What is be- 
come, 1 a(k, of thefe gallant patrfcts ? And why do 
they not come forward at this time to vindicate them- 
felves from, the-eharge of felfifhnefs, or cowardice, or 
."corruption, in. which they are implicated by your bafe 
•proceedings.:? 

It cannot furefy '.he-, that they are panic -{truck by the 
'late wicked attempts to overturn the date : it is the part 
■ of" brave men to meet thofe clangers and to conquer 
them as the loyal tons of Ireland have, done, infteail of 
.throwing up every thing .in defpair, and lying at the 
mercy cf an haughty fupetior. If the dovneftics of your 
houfe fhould rife within for the purpofes of -robbery and 
•murder,_and by the aid -of faithful friends you are en- 
abled to putdownthe inftirgenrs, -would youh'ften to the 
overtures of a tlrong and .powerful man without doors, 
who fhould defire you to abandon .your whole ; property, 
and leave it to his protection? And would his argu- 
ments have the greater weight if you knew that for a 
long time your protector had kept a forcible pofleilion of 
your rights, but being obliged at'Iaft to reftore them, 
never forgave the act of juftice to which this was ow- 
ing ? In fnch a cafe you would. chearfully accept his 
afliftance, without fubmitting to his power ; and you 
•would not fail to make him every fuitable • return of 
kindnefs in the moment of his ditrrefs. "I'h'ave known a 
coward, white under the fenfe of danger, run intofome 
hole or corner to hide'his bead, while in the folly of 
his cowardice he Teems unconfeious that the reft of his 
perfon remains defencelefs and expofed. Nothing.indeed, 
can be more. contemptible than fuch felf abandonment 
and defpair. -But I cannot think fo meanly of my fel- 
low-citizens as -to afcribe their conduct to fuch a caufe ; 
and yet, if we.examine the matter a little moreclofely, 
I am afraid it will.be.fbund to arife from motives as lit- 
tle to their honour. "Thepublic feem to think, that a 
facrifice of the .general good is., in this inftance, made 
to the paltry and miferable hopes of local advantage — • 
and they are confirmed in this opinion by obferving, that 
lio other place of confequence has taken an active part 
in forging our chains. If this fufpicion bejuft, you are, 
indeed, a degraded people, and unworthy of all intcr- 
courfe with your betrayed country. Perhaps you in- 
dulge in golden dreams of wealth and commerce — you 
are to have .a dock-yard, too, it feems. Alas! How 
meanly muft the Britifh miniiter think of your Onder- 
ftanding, when he gulls' you with fallacious -hopes of the 
former? How poorly of your fpirit, when he dares, to 
offer the latter as a bribe and barter for the liberties of 
Ireland? And can you be fo weak as' to think that 
your trade will ever be fuffered to triumph over the 
trade of England,, while both are under the controul 



and regulation of the EngHth Pailiamertt ? What hew 
infatuation is this in men, who, fome years ago, looked 
with a jealous: eye to every meafure of that parliament, 
and who found it neceflary to wreft the power out of. 
their hands which Jiad been To grofsly iibufed ?_ I with 
not to prefs this matter further 1 — your recollection will 
ferve the public caufe (if you have a recollection of your 
former honour) better- than my arguments. 

For my own part, although I muft freely acknow- 
ledge, that in my opinion, feveral individuals may be 
found in the two clafl'es now deferibed, yet I am inclined 
to think, the .great body of citizens are at prefent under 
the fatal influence of thofe parties who have engrofled the 
whole authority among you. The two' noble and patri- 
otic and honourable leaders of thofe parties are, it is faid, 
friends to the meafure ; they have, no doubt, made 
terms for themfelves, as well as for fome dependants. 
Tliefenfible and virtuous part of you knowthe charac- 
ters of thefe noble Lords well-' — perhaps it is the-merited 
confidence which you repofein their wifdom and public 
virtues that, makes you run down with the dream of 
which they are the pure fountains : I too know them 
well, and can difcern the wires vvith which they move 
the machinery of your great city. They were for- 
merly rival fliew-men, but having met with frequent 
erodes and hitches in each others movements, they have 
for fome time come to an accommodation, and fo carry on 
their bufinefs at prefent with great ease and fatisfaction. 
It is wonderful how expert they are ; for they can 
make their puppets'take any pofition they pleafe,change 
fides, and go through all the mazes of the political dance. 
All which is entertaining enough, fo long as the panto- 
mime is-confined to the common incidents of life, which 
are the true fubject of comedy. But when thefe ihew- 
men dare to rcprefent tragical fecnes of the deeped in- 
tereft and moment ; and when in their exhibition they 
recommend fentiments and actions, that offend e.very 
virtuous and honorable mind, it is time for the public to 
interpofc, and reftrain their aflurance. To fee ferious, 
'there are great occafions relating to the liberties and coh- 
ftitution of a country, where the people ought to be left 
free to the honed judgment of their own minds. Undue 
influence in fuch cafes is a fottof treafon : Private am- 
bition fhould not be fuffered to open her lips ; for her 
breath will taniith the fair and beautiful form of Liberty. 
All felfifh, mean, and partial views, fhould melt away 
in the glorious perfpective of national honor, and na- 
tional independence. 



HAMPDEN. 
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